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ever kind naturally produces envy, and envy without 
any oppoſition of intereſt, without any proſpect of ad- 
vantage, except the gratification of its own. malig- 
_ nity, is always buſy in the perſecution of its object: 
But the ſame ment that excites envy to defamation, 
naturally. renders it difficult, by ſecuring the teſti- 
mony of truth in its favour, envy therefore of ne- 
ceſlity. -muſt have recourſe to falſhood, and before 
ſhe can impute faults muſt make them ; what then 
is to be expected when great qualities are found in 


” 3 bf 


T has been obſerved long ago that to be re. 
proached and defamed is a tax that every man 
muſt pay, for being eminent, eminence of what- 
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a high ſtation ? When beſides the perſonat merit 
which provokes envy, there is a public character 
which alarms faction, and a public ſpirit which diſ- 
appoints ſelf-intereſt : We muſt then expect that 
every principle of oppoſition and malignity will unite 
in a common cauſe, and propagate. every calumny 
_ mY cunning can for a moment give the colour 
of truth. | 


To reproach and' defame a Chief Governor of 
Treland, is, indeed, as much a matter of courſe, as 
giving him his title, and therefore cannot be any evi- 
dence of demerit. We have had within a few years, 
a great number of Chief Governors, but one of 
whom eſcaped reproach ; his reign was but ſhort ; 
had he returned again to this country, he would 
probably have met with the ſame fate as the 
reſt of his Brethren. Many of our Chief Governors 
| When they were appointed had diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves equally for public and private virtue ; ſome 
had eſtabliſhed a reputation for ability and integrity 
in the firſt departments of ſtate, and for every quality 
and diſpoſition that, in private life, can conciliate 
affection and eſteem ; yet the fatal office of Viceroy 
in this kingdom, changed their whole nature, ſo that 
not a ſingle principle of truth, honour or public 
ſpirit remained: Their ability was wholly deſtroyed, 
or converted into low cunning, their publick ſpirit, 
was abſorbed in ſelf-intereſt; their truth and honour 
gave way to falſe pretences, and abject ſervility, 
and as the implicit tools of iniquitous power, they 
ſacrificed the public weal to private intereſt, en- 
- croached upon the liberty of the ſubje&, diſappointed 

merit by 5105 üſes which they never intended to keep, 
and ifipared the public money in gratuitiesto their de- 
pendants, the baſeſt and vileſt of men. In ens, | 
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of theſe vices, with which they were contaminated by 


a delegation of Royalty, they were reviled in the 


publick papers, received wherever they. appeared, 


with groans and hiſſes, and ſome of them with dif- 
ficulty eſcaped out of the country alive: Thoſe who 


have not a ſufficient ſtock of credulity to believe that 
the ſame act which delegates Royalty, neceſſarily 
eradicates virtue, muſt conſider this indiſcri- 
minate abuſe of our Chief Governors, as: equally 
fooliſh and wicked, and indeed it is more to be 
regretted by the Patriot than the Courtier, becauſe 
juſt cenſures againſt a bad iſtrate muſt loſe their 
weight, when no Magiſtrate however worthy can 
eſcape ſlander. It may perhaps be ſuggeſted that 
all human virtue will give way before certain de- 
grees of temptation, and that the temptations with 
which a Lord Lieutenant of this country is aſſailed, 
are ſuch, as no human virtue can reſiſt; but even 
if this was the caſe, our Lord Lieutenants would not 
loſe their virtue, until they actually came into office, 


whereas in two inſtances, the very appointment con- 


verted honeſt men into knaves, or drew the odium 


of knaves upon honeſt men. Two Noblemen were 


nominated who never came over, one of them had 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by great ſpirit and abilities in 


a foreign negociation, at a very critical juncture, 


and was univerſally beloved for his priyate and domeſ- 
tic virtues at home: The other has held a very con- 
ſiderable office without the leaſt impeachment of bie 
e 


character, and acquired great honour by the no 


diſintereſtedneſs with which he gave it up: But the 


moment theſe noblemen were appointed repreſenta- 
tives of the Royal authority on this ſide of the water, 
they were reviled and traduced with as much viru- 
lence, as if they had actually, by the meaneſt 


artifices, carried the moſt deſtrygtive meaſures into 


In 


{ on CS) | 
1 THE defence of Lord Townſhend, however, muſt 
[| by no means be reſted upon the incredibility of thoſe - 
Fl who have © brought railing accuſation againſt him.” 
I No Chief Governor ever apeared to have the welfare 
. of this country more at heart by the general tenor 
fl of his conduct, nor can any Adminiſtration be re- 
i membered in which ſo many acts paſſed for the ſup- 
* port of the conſtitution, the defence of the country, 
i and the ſecurity of publick money from waſte and 
{|} diſſipation. It is abſolutely eſſential to the nature 
| of all Government that it ſhould perform ſome acts 
© which are diſagreeable to individuals, for if this 
If were not the caſe, Government would not be neceſ- 
[1] ſary. The expediency of Government, like that 
BI of Medicine, ariſes from the imperfection of human 


| | nature, and it may as reaſonably be expected that 
Medicine ſhould be pleaſant, as that Government 
ſhould be adminiſtered without offence : Govern- 


=_ ment” can only chuſe the leaſt of two evils, it can 
fi remove a gangrened member of ſociety to fave the 
body, it can levy a tax to preſerve the ſtate; Lord 
=  Townſhend's diſpoſition is fo well known that when 
= in his publick capacity he is obliged to produce a 
"+ 3 inconvenience for a general good, every 
; | body muſt admit that he regrets the means though 
4 lie approves the end, and that even for the end he is 
i not always anſwerable, being in many caſes officially, 
* under the abſolute neceſſity of obeying a ſuperior 
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Power. 
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Fl I received perſonal civilities from Lord Town/- 
Fi hend when I was a ſtranger in a very diſtant 


Fi country, which I ſhall never forget; I mention this 
. as an inſtance of the generous philantropy of his 


nature: If any one ſhall be diſpoſed to inſinuate 
that upon this account I write under the influence 

of a partiality that renders me unworthy of credit, 

Ixeply, that what I advance does not depend upon 
„„ Z my 
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my teſtimony ; it conſiſts. of facts which cannot he 
_ controverted, and concluſions that follow as neceſſarily 
as the production of four, by the addition of two tb 
two. The tree is known by its fruit,” and to aſcer- 
_ tain Lord Townſbend's character I ſhall briefly re- 
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late the principal tranſactions of his life. 


Tux paſſions which men generally deviate from 
'virtue to gratify, are amibition, . the love of pleaſure, 
or the love of money: Men alſo ſometimes do wrong 
from the mere want of fortitude to do right. But 
it will appear that Lord Town/bend's conduct has been 
directly contrary to the dictates of theſe paſſions, 
i and this weakneſs ; fo that either he has acted from 
; motives, from which no mortal ever acted before, or 
E he has acted without motives, or he is a good man, he 
was born to a great eſtate, and a peerage of England, 
and he was educated at Cambridge, When his father 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the farſt departments of 
ſtate, and had cloſe alliances with perſons in the 
higheſt power: He ſhewed abilities which gave him 
a claim to the advantages which his birth and alli- 
'£ + ances ſet within his reach, and qualified him for the 
| ſame civil employments which his anceſtors had en- 
Joyed, yet a ſpirit of enterpriſe, and a paſſion for 
military honour, ſurmounted every conſideration 
of eaſe, intereſt and ſecurity, and he went into the 
- | army. W | | | 
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He ſerved with great diſtinction in every cami- 
paign in Germany, under the eye of the late Duke 
of Cumberland, whoſe very rigid diſcipline 
greatly increaſed the reſtraints and fatigues of a 

military life. But the ſame ſpirit that attached him 
to the army, diſengaged him from it, when a parti- 

_ ality to favourites, for which the Duke was remark- 
able, precluded the claim of merit; and . 
„„ b ſcious 
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ſeious that he had been injured, he ſcorned to con- 
tinue in a ſituation in which the injury might be 
repeated. 7 | = 


Wurx a military character no longer rendered 


him ſubordinate to the perſon who had done him 


wrong, he reſumed it again ; and when the laſt war 
called for his ſervice, he choſe to perform that which 
was attended with the greateſt danger and the leaſt 
-profit : He went third in command to America, a 
country where war had more horror and more riſk 
than in any other, and acted under General Wolfe, 


Whoſe letter to the Duke of Newcaſtle, dated Septem- 


ber the 2d, 1759; bears moſt ample and indubitable 
teſtimony in his favour, .and as General Wolfe's en- 
terpriſing ſpirit could not but place him in ſituations 
of the greateſt difficulty and danger: He was ac- 
cordingly one of thoſe Generals who was appointed 
to command a brigade, and to attack one of the 
moſt difficult poſts at the deſperate attack of Mount- 
morency, and conducted himſelf at that moſt cri- 
tical juncture, with a prudence and magnaminity 
which have rarely been united. Dy 


Ar the reduction of Quebec he diſplayed the 
ſame qualities in a criſis of yet more importance, 
juſt as the ſcale of victory was turning in our favour, 
General Wolfe fell mortally wounded, and General 
Monkton who ſucceeded him receiving a ſhot in his 
breaſt immediately after, was carried out of the lines, 


an event which has been often known to change the 
fortune of the day, by ſpreading ſudden diſcou- 


Tagement and confuſion through a conquering army. 
To be called in a moment to the command of troops 


in ſuch a ſituation, to ſtand in the place, and per- 
form the duty of two ſuch perſons, who had within a a 


very ſhort time been ſtretched upon the field, by 


markſmen who had been properly poſted for the pur- 


poſe, was a ſevere teſt both of courage and ability, to 
1 : Which 


” . 

which however Lord Townſhend ſhewed himſelf equal. 
He flew to his new poſt, the centre, recovered the 
troops from a confuſion which had already taken 
place, puſhed on every advantage which had already 


been gained, repreſſed a new enemy, Bourganville, 


who having been deceived by a feint, now returned 
with two thouſand men, and rendered the victory 
compleat. He negociated a capitulation with as 
much ability as he had commanded the troops, and 
under his auſpices, Canada became an appendage to 
the Britiſb empire. 15 e 


'ArTER the difficulty, the danger, and honour of 
theſe German and American campaigns, I believe it will 
generally be allowed that his going with our auxiliaries 
to Liſbon was a work of ſupererogation, in every light, 
except as a new ſervice to his country. He was to 
ſerve in conjunction with troops that were more de- 
ficient with reſpect to their complement, their arms, 
and their diſcipline, than any other in Europe, in a 
country which poverty has rendered deſolate, where 
the roads are ſcarce paſſable, and where even a tra- 
veller finds it difficult to get food for two mules and 
a ſervant: Yet no family attachment, no endear- 
ment that unites eaſe with honour, and virtue with 
the pleaſures of life, could keep him in his native 
country, but under all theſe diſadvantages he ſerved 
with diſtinction to the end of the war. 


Ir this man had a favourite paſſion, its object 
ou reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be the army, in which 
he had arrived at high rank and appointments; yet 


he ſacrificed even that, when he thought it came in 
competition with the general good, and he warmly 
adopted a project which he knew muſt greatly leſſen 
the importance of regular troops, and exerted all 
his intereſt for the eſtabliſhment of a Militia, which 
in his opinion, whether erroneous or not, was an 


Tris 


elegible meaſure. 
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Tais is the man who has been reviled and in- 
faulted, as deſtitute of generous principles, as the 
tame and [implicit tool of craft and tyranny, hired 
by the pay that is to gratify luxury and floth ! This 
is the man at whom the rabble has been taught to 
hoot and bellow! This is the man who was challen- 
ged to fight, by an honeſt though old © more's the 
Pity, his white hairs witneſs it; feeble City Patriot, 
growling over his cuſtard, at a Lord Mayor's feaſt ! 


Bur let us now conſider him in the e 0 that 
has expoſed him to inſults ſo ridiculous and abſurd. 


tr is to be preſumed that in deſiring to be Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland there is nothing criminal, and 
I think after univerſal experience, it cannot be denied 
to be a poſt of danger. If reputation is dearer than 
fe, more is riſked in the Caſtle of Dublin, than be- 
fore the walls of Quebec. Lord Townſbend however, 
though he had often riſked his life to obtain honour 
in the field, ventured to riſk what he fo highly prized, 
and had ſo dearly bought at the Caſtle. When he 
received the appointment, he had indeed a profpe&t . 
of all the ſupport, which the almoſt miraculous abi- 
titres of his brother Charles, then about to be placed 
at the head of affairs, could afford him, but in this 
he was moſt unhappily diſappointed: His brother died, 
and though from his ſituation he felt this ſtroke very 
ſeverely, he felt it ſtill more from his affection: It 
impaired his health, but it did not diſpirit him in 
. Hs turned his attention to the advantage of this 
country, even before he came into it, and had formed 
the plan of a bill for rendering the Judges of Ireland 
Monte. cad, independent 


- * — 


| x1 
independent upon the Crown. When he came over 
he exerted himſelf with the greateſt zeal to get it 
' paſſed into a law, and it gave him the — 
cern when by ſome unaccountable miſmanagement 
it miſcarried. ans : | 


Tux next publick meaſure which he adopted was 
the paſling a bill to tax Abſentees, Penſioners, and 
Placernen ; in this he ſucceeded, and in ſome degree 
remedied an evil, of which the voice of the whole 
nation had complained to all his predeceſſors in vain : 
in this there was the more merit, as the intereſt of 
many of his Engliſh friends and acquaintance lay 


on the other ſide. 


A BirL for the limitation of Parliaments here, had 
many times paſſed the Houſe of Commons by a very 
great majority, as a meaſure eſſentially neceſſary to 
upply a very dangerous defect in the - Conſtitution, 
which might ſome time or other entirely deſtroy it. 
It had been petitioned for by moſt of the conſider- 
able Towns and Boroughs, and the greateſt part of 
the Houſe, with the Speaker at their head, had 
waited upon many of Lord Tounſbend's predeceſſors, 
entreating that they would recommend the Bill to 
be paſſed into a law. All however had proved inef- 
fectual till he came over, but as ſoon as the ſame 
application was made to him, he zealouſly adopted 
the meaſure, and repreſented the Bill in ſo favour- 
able a light on the other ſide of the water, that it 
came over paſſed, and the conſtitution of [reland 
became fixed upon a firm and permanent founda- 
tion. For which of theſe good deeds would the 


But it is objected "againſt him that he laboured to 


effect an augmentaion of the army; that he took 


the part of Royal Prerogative againſt Popular Li- 
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berty in the affair of the Money Bill; that he pro- 
togued the Parliament, and diſmiſſed many of the 


King's Servants from their places, and many of the 
Council from the Board, and that he refuſed to 
comply with a Memorial preſented to him in the 
behalf of Manufacturers, who were ſtarving for 


| avant of employment. Theſe charges I ſhall con- 


fider ſeparately, and though I deſpair of convinc- 


ing prejudice or filencing faction, I am confident 
that in the breaſt of common ſenſe, and common 
| Honeſty, I ſhall not leave a ſingle thought to our 


Chief Governor's diſadvantage. 

THe expediency of an Augmentation of the Ar- 
my has been ſhewn in a Pamphlet publiſhed. the 
other day on that ſubject, and to that Pamphlet I 
muſt refer for a general defence of Lord Tounſbend, 
an adopting the meaſure ; I ſhall here only con- 


ſider ſome circumſtances relative to the oppoſition 


that was raiſed againſt it, when it was firſt propoſed, 
and his conduct in the ſupport of it. It was propoſed 
at the requiſition of the Miniſtry in England, during 
the latter part of the firſt Seſſions of Parliament after 
the commencement of Lord Townſbend's Govern- 
ment, upon the eve of a general election, in conſe- 
-quence of the Octennial Bill, and it was oppoſed, 


not from a conviction that it was pernicious or inex- 


pedient, but merely from motives of private intereſt: 


as it was a miniſterial meaſure, thoſe who had an 
intereſt to ſupport in the general election, on vrhat is 
called the Country Side, were afraid that if they 


adopted it, they ſhould be conſidered as having de- 


ſerted their party, and loſe their election; from 
this principle alone they ſet themſelves againſt it, and 
to encreaſe their merit with their Conſtituents, uſed 
tall their art to aggravate the ſuppoſed miſchief, 


which cheir publick ſpirit had prevented, and on the 


contrary 


miliar, cannot be 


17. 


coutrary thoſe who had great property and influence 


in Ireland, who were in the Cabinet, and had great 
employments about the Court, being convinced 


that it muſt of neceſſity be ſoon carried into exe- 
cution, __— to ſupport the meaſure which they 


had propoſed, and ſcarce ſent over a ſingle Member 
from England to vote for it, nor exerted any influ- 
ence over thoſe that were here. Things being in this 
ſtate, it was ſuggeſted to Lord Townſhend to bring 


over a ſet of men into this meaſure, by beſtowing 


upon them publick emoluments, but this propoſal 
he rejected with a ſpirit and integrity that muſt ever 
be remembered to his honour : he had adopted the 


meaſure he ſaid, becauſe he thought it a good one, 
but he would never bribe either thoſe who approved; 


or thoſe who condemned it, to concur- in carrying 


it into execution; and it muſt be remembered that 


the bill, notwithſtanding the intereſted oppoſition on 
one hand, and the ſupine negligence of thoſe in 


power in England, on the other, was loſt only by 
two voices in a very full Houſme. 


Ir was ſoon after reſolved that there mould bee 80 | 


more Lords Juſtices, and Lord Townfhend conſented 
to continue here a reſident Lord Lieutenant, which 
conſidering his known contempt of money, his con- 


nexions on the other ſide of the water, and the 


ſhort . time in which the parade of ſtate loſes its 
power even to uy vanity itſelf, by becoming fa 

e ſuppoſed to arife from a felfiſh 
view); but rather from an ambition of being always 
employed in the ſervice of his County.. 
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Army was a good meaſure, even in the opinion of 


thoſe who had oppoſed it, I muſt obſerve, that when 
it was again propoſed after the general election, in the 
beginning of the laſt Seſſions, it was carried by avery 
great majority. | 1 
5 Bur 
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{ a if the Bill ; in general was 5 ta this 
country, as conceived by the Engliſi Miniſtry, i it be- 


came much more ſo by the prudent attention of 
dur Chief Governor; he took care to reſtrain the ex- 


ceſs of the Staff, and to ſtipulate with his Majeſty, 


that twelve thouſand of the troops in queſtion ſhould 
always be reſident in the country. 


As honeſt men act upon . principles, 


their conduct is uniform, but knaves who dare not 
avow their real motives, are betrayed into perpetual 


abſurdity and inconſiſtence by falſe pretences, ſo upon 
this occaſion the ſame faction which had before railed 
at Lord Townfbend, for taking part with the Crown 

inſt the People, now railed at him for taking wh 


With the People againſt the Crown, and bellowe 
loud againſt the ſtipulation, as derogatory to the 
honour of Majefty, as they had before againſt the 
- meaſure itſelf, as contrary to the intereſt of the na- 
tion. If there are any who in the ſimplicity of their 

real for the rights of monarchy, are the dupes of 

_ this artifice, it is fit they ſhould be told, that ſtipu- 


lations between the Sovereign and the ſubject, are at 
once the honour and happineſs of this country ; that 
from theſe, and theſe only, we derive the ineſtima- 
ble advantages which diſtinguiſh us from all other 


nations upon earth, and that he who contends for im- 


plicit confidence as a compliment to the Sovereign, is 
an advocate for that ſurrender of natural right, 
which has degraded men into ſlaves, throughout al- 
moſt every other part of the globe. There are in- 
deed ſtipulations, which injure and diſhonour both 
the King and the People; ſtipulations with ſelſiſb in- 
diuiduals for the ſupport of publick meaſures, and 


to Ar as | have DON. obſerved, Lord Town- 


44 


= , 
G 4 
ts O 9 
* * - . 4 
* 
* * = * 
gt 


1 


On cccafion of rejecting the Money Bill, the ſame 
fadtion which had been the championsfor Prerogative 
againſt - the Rights of the People, became again 
champions for the People againſt the known Rights 
of the Crown. A ſhort hiſtory of this Bill, will be 
the beſt defence of the meaſures of Goremment 
which followed upon it. | 


By two ſtatutes paſſed i in the Parli iament of Tre- 
rr one in the tenth of Henry the Seventh, the 
other in the third and fourth of Philip and Mary, 
it is enacted, that the manner of notifying the call of 
a new Parliament, ſhall be by: a Mone pill taking 
115 riſe 1 in Council, the requiſition of the Money, 
ſtanding 25 the cauſe of calling the Parliament. 

Tu ESE ſtatutes have been kept i in full Sons bp 
conſtant uſage ever ſince their being paſſed into a law, 
and (accordingly upon the calling a new Parlia- 
ment at the late general election, in conſequence of 
the Bill to limit its duration, a Money Bill took its 
riſe in Council, as the cauſe or reaſon of ſuch call, 

Ea by the ſaid bach 90 eee | by 
ah IR ME: cuſtom. 1 | 


Tu Is Bill intitled, an \ AQt for We to his. Ma- 
| Jeggle bers Dune Rates Impoſitions and Taxes there- 
in particularly expreſſed, was duly certified from hence, 

to his Majeſty, and was fent back, in due form, under 
the Great Seal; yet on the 21ſt of November it was 
rejected by the Houſe, becauſe, it had not taken 
its riſe in ibe Houſe of Commons. - This rejection was 
; confidered on account of the reaſon given for 
rejecting it in the journals of the Houſe, as an in- 
fringement of the Rights of the Crown, and of the law 


of the land upon which they were founded, and it 


became neceſfary that both ſhould be ſupported. Lord 
© Townſbend, therefore, as his oath and the duty of his 
office required, e againſt the rejection of the 

Bill 


k ä 
Bill for the cauſe aſſigned, and tranſmitted an impartial 
repreſentation of the affair to his Majeſty, that ſuch 
ſteps might be taken as ſhould be thought proper 
on the occaſion. | 5 


His Excellency in due courſe, received his Ma- 
jeſty's commands to diſmiſs ſome of his Servants 
from their employments, and many of his Council 
from the Board, who had unaccountably ſet them- 
felves againſt his juſt rights, and the law of the 
land in rejecting this Bill, and his Excellency, with 
whatever reluctance as a man, did his duty as a ma- 
giſtrate, and the Royal mandate was obeyed. Nor is 
there the leaſt reaſon to charge Government, with ex- 
erting an undue influence, or a vindictive ſpirit, 
Many of the ſame perſons who had rejected the 
Money Bill, had -alſo oppoſed the Augmentation, 
when it was firſt propoſed, by which means the 
meaſure. at that time miſcarried, but as the expedi- 
ency of that Bill was matter of opinion, the oppo- 
ſing it was conſidered as their natural right, and no 
exception was taken. In the caſe of the Money Bill 
the reſentment was not for a difference of opinion in 
a ſpeculative point, but for an oppoſition to a Royal 
Right, eſtabliſhed upon immemorial cuſtom, and a 
poſitive law of the land. A breach of law is the 
foundation of all puniſhment, and in this caſe a law 
was manifeſtly broken. CCC 


AnoTHER Meaſure was alſo taken by his Excel- 
lency officially; the ſupplies being granted, the Aug- 
mentation Bill paſſed, and other material buſineſs of 
the Seſſions finiſhed, he prorogued the Parliament. 
This he was inſtructed to do as abſolutely neceſſary 
at ſuch a juncture, for the perſons diſmiſſed had a 
Parliamentary influence fo powerful, and connections 
ſo. extenſive, that if the Parliament had continued 


1 
1 k 
8 : I ; 
| o 
ay " x 
| reSearch 
is | 
OS publicati 
2 ions 
b | | 
Ly 
LO 
3 | 
U [0 
l * 
5 0 
= bd = 
l 
„ = G N 
. 1 
. * | = 
wh 
\ 2 
1 * 1 c « 
8 
i 
1 = 1 
g | 
- d 4g 
| l 
- \ 
4 
; * 
* Fl 
DEAT 
li < 
1 " 
* o 
vJ þ _— \ * 
= = 
0 
C VB bh = 
"1 
(3 - 
ll 
v3 | 
. [1 
| | 6 AE \ 8 
3 ol 9 i l p 
l # 
6 p R ; _= 
| q 1 = 
l o 1 * J 
* 
2 | yy F 
7 1 | : 
\ 
op 
Y 5 
3 2 
5 
= 
* 1 
2 : * 
bd G * = 
\ J 
y 4 
of « 
' 
- 4 
( F. 1 
p * 
, 


ve 


( 173 1 
to fit, Government would have been oppoſed in all 
its meaſures indiſcriminately from private reſent- 
ment, and the oppoſition might have been puſhed 
to an exceſs that could not but have been attended 


Tha queſtion whether Poining's law be good or bad, 
defe 18 


a 
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to them all. It is unneceſſary to add, that if he had 
on this occaſion ' refuſed to obey the Royal Man- 
date, and quitted his poſt, he would have been as 
liable to an impeachment, as he would have been to 
the ſentence of a Court Martial, if he had refuſed 
to obey the orders of General 27 olfe, when he was 
appointed to command, I may almoſt ſay, the for- 

ory. hope: at the deſerts attack of Montmorenci. . 


I AM now come to the laſt charge, his refuſal to 
comply with the Weavef's Memorial. If any thing 
can be inferred from this refuſal, to the diſadvantage 
of. Lord Townſhend, it muſt be that he was not wilt- 
ling to relieve the diſtreſſes of induſtrious Manu- 

akku urers, who had no other reſource: If he was 
Gili to relieve, and refuſed to comply with the 
Memorial, it will follow, that he thou Pi mode 
of relief which it preſcribed, ſuch as he could not, 
or ought not to adopt, and ſuppofing that in this 
_. caſe, he ſtill thinks differently from others, it does 
not therefore follow that he is miſtaken; and if lie is 
miſtaken, it does not. follow chat he is Criminal. ; 

Tur Manufatttifers wg were for want of em- 
ployment reduced to a very diſtreſſed ſituation, al- 
ſembled in great. numbers before* his Exceltency* * 
imd and ſaid that they had a Petition to 
deliver. His Excellency ſent them word, that in 
his publick capacity ke Hals receive no Petition but 
from à corporate body: Not ſatisfied with this an- 
ſwer, they expreſſed . great diſpleaſure and reſent- 
ment, which however excuſable in men to whom 
poverty denies the comforts of life, is the more for- 
midable as it is the more deſperate, and it was 
thought proper to intimidate them from committing 
any exceſs, by ſhewing them that the ry of 
the city had a — — 8 


Tür 
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Tun e Manufacturers was then taken up 
by the Weaver's company, who being a corporation 
determined to petition his Excellency in their behalf. 
A committee was appointed for this purpoſe, Lord 
Kildare being chairman, 5 the following petition 
was drawn up. | ”_ 
To His Excellency 3 Lord Viſcount Trenfbend 

Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor 

of Ireland. 


May it one your Excellency 


« WE his Majeſty's moſt affeQonate, 59H, and 
<© dutiful ſubjects, whoſe names are under- written, 
being a committee appointed by the corporation of 
* weavers of the city of Dublin, to promote a ſcheme 
„ for providing for the relief of the induſtrious Ma- 
„ nufaQturers of this city, now in moſt diſtreſſed cir- 
** cumſtances, beg leave with all humility to approach 
* your Excellency, on behalf and in the name of the 
* {aid corporation and the indigent artificers of the 
ſeveral other trades within the ſaid city, to beſeech 
* your Excellency to extend your benevolence to 
the decaying trade and manufactures of the city of 

Dublin, by granting your influence and aid to the 
adoption of a general aſſociation to promote, for a 
5 limited time, the wearing the ae ee 4 this,, 
7 kingdom. BE ens 

ey We further beg leave to beſeech your Eb ; 
« cy, with all humility, that you will be pleaſed to 
e authorize his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Dub-. 
« lin to recommend it to the ſeveral clergy of the 
« different pariſhes, within the ſaid city and the li- 


yy Arie thereof, to preach a Charity Sermon in 
B 2 e their 
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„their reſpective churches or chapels, as ſoon as 


conveniently may be, as the moſt ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual means of raiſing a fund to promote induſ- 
x Try and alleviate the general calamity, attendant 
on the loſs of trade 6 


Wirn this memorial or petition a deputation from 


the committee, conſiſting of the Maſter and War- 


dens, Lord Kildare the 3 with ſeveral no- 
blemen and gentlemen, of which the city members 


were two, waited upon his Excellency at the caſtle. 
His Excellency did not think proper to receive the 


memorial in form, but nothing in effect was loſt by 
that: He received it from Lord Kildare, and gave 


verbal anſwers to every. part of it, telling his Lord- 


ſhip that he ſhould have a general anſwer t to it in 
writing the next day. 


. Tas next day 3 1 was ſent ac- 
b ere by way of letter to his ne! 


Copy. of the L Lach s anſwer. to the memorial 
preſented 177 the M. 272 K. 


« «2 Lord, 


„ Tus deen which you nale Jaid before 
* me of the diſtreſs of the manufacturers of the city, 
gives me very ſincere concern, and I ſhould moſt 
| 6c readily concur in any proper method that could be 
7. propoſed for their relief. I and my family have 
* conſtantly made uſe of the manufactures of the . 
T* „ kingdom, nor have T omitted any opportunity of 


promoting their conſumption ; but à general affo- 


* ciation, ſuch as you propoſe, is a meafure of ſo 
delicate a nature, and might be productive of ſuch 


a evil 


„ 


4 evil conſequences, that I think it is by no means 


4 proper for me to give my ſanction to ĩt.“ 


„ And with regard to your application to me, 
* to authorize his Grace the Archbiſhop of Dublin, 
„ to recommend it to the ſeveral clergy of the diffe- 
% rent pariſhes, within the city and liberties thereof, 
<< to preach a Charity Sermon in their reſpective 
* churches and chapels as ſoon as conveniently may 
&© be, as the molt ſpeedy and effectual means of 
„ raiſing a fund to promote induftry, and alleviate 
5 the general calamity attendant on the loſs of trade. 
am adviſed that I have not any power to autho- 
* rize his Grace to recommend it to the clergy of his 
_ © dioceſe to preach Charity Sermons for ſuch a 


ct purpoſe,” 


As Lord Townſhend did not think fit to receive the 
memorial in form, he could with propriety anſwer it, 
only to Lord Kildare, not to the corporation, and 
therefore, the letter from Lord Townfbend to his Lord - 
ſhip was incloſed in a letter from his Excellency's 
Secretary, in which it was expreſsly ſaid to have 
been ſent for his Lordſhip's private ule or ſatisfaction 
only. If Lord Kildare conſidered this as an injuncti- 
on to keep the contents ſecret, he did right not to com- 
municate it to the committee, but he certainly miſ- 
took its intent; the meaning was no more than that 
the anſwer was nat given to thoſe from whom his Ex- 
cellency would not receive the memorial ; that bey were 
not the objects of this act, but Lord Kildare ny. 


Upon the purport of the memorial it may be ob» 
ſerved that as far as the aſſociation could be effected 
ſafely; or perhaps /awfully, it might be effected with- 
out any exertion of authority on the part of G- 

vernment. If, as has been ſaid, nothing more was 

intended, than that ſuch perſons as thought fit, ſbould 
5 | ſubſcribe 


( 22 ] 
ſubſcribe a promiſe to pay realy money for a certain 
quantity of Iriſh goods before a certain i the ſubſcrip- 
tion might have been opened without application to 
the Lord Lieutenant, and thoſe. who were inelined to 
aſſiſt the ſuffering manufacturers, would certainly 


have done it, without concerning themſelves 


about what ſtep might be taken at the caſtle. The 
example however of the Lord Lieutenant was not 
wanting, he did every thing that could with propri - 
ety be done to employ the Manufacturers, and induce 
others to do it from faſhion, who were not prompted 
by humanity. He and his family not only wore the 


manufactures of the country in common, but he gave 


a publick and expenſive Entertainment to which the 


condition of admittance was the having a new fancy 


Dreſs, all of the manufafure of Ireland. The procuring 
employment for Manufacturers was alſo a ſubor- 


dinate view with which he laboured to bring about 


the preſent meeting of the Parliament: He took the 


firſt opportunity to preſent an addreſs to the Crown 


from the city of Dublin, for that purpoſe, and he re- 


commended it with ſo preſſing a zeal that it produced 
the defired effect. Can any man then doubt whe- 


ther His Excelleney was heartily diſpoſed to remove 
the diſtreſs complained of in the memorial, or . | 
ther the concern which he expreſſed in his letter to 
Lord AHildare was fincere ? and can any man blame 


him for not being implicitly directed in the mode of. 
rejiet: my a committee of the Weaver' - ar 8. 


Tus ae to e 1 Archbiſnop of _ 1 


lin to recommend Charity Sermons, is nothing leſs. 
than a requeſt to His Excellency: to exert a power 
that he does not poſſeſs. If there is any authority to 
recommend Charity Sermons for a particular purpoſe, 
it is in the Archbiſhop, and to him the being... 
TW As ins made: ; i any ee POOR: Soyer- 
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nor has with a good intention committed abſurdities, 
or taken meaſures which found policy will not war- 
rant, it does not follow that the good intentions of 
Lord Townſhend ſhould not be better directed. 


Tus have I endeavoured brit, from a faithful ac · 
count of ſome principal tranſactions in Lord Toumſbena s 
life, to ſhew that his general conduct has been ſuch, 
as generous and noble motives only could produce; 
That he has preferred honour to eaſe, pleaſure, in- 
tereſt and life; and voluntarily relinquiſned every 
enjoyment for which virtue has been ſacrificed, for 
the moſt painful and dangerous of all publick ſervice, 
at an age when the paſſions are ſtrong, and the reliſh of 
pleaſure high. I have alſo ſnewn that in the high 
office of Chief Governor of this kingdom he has ef- 
fected more for its advantage than any of his Prede- 

ceſſors; in ſome inſtances what they would not, and 
in others what they could not do: And that with re- 
ſpect to thoſe acts of Government, which an intereſt- 
ed faction have made the ſubject of defamation and. 
abuſe; he has with a ſteady integrity executed his 

duty to the King, and meliorated meaſures, which 
however neceflary,. might in appearance be ſevere, 
by the intervention of good offices in behalf of the 
people: Add to all, that he is eaſy of acceſs, and gra- 

cious in his manner; in his diſpoſition liberal, focial 

and friendly, too fond of convivial chearfulneſs to ba 
the ſlave of ſtate, too nice in his notions of honour 
to be the tool of power, and too juſt in his reliſſi of 
life tõ be the dupe of intereſt: At the ſame tima 
poſſeſſing a vein of pleaſantry which makes his ſallies 
of fancy rather tickle than ſmart, and a talent for 
ſatire peculiar to himſelf, which his good nature has 
ranked among his follies, and determined him roan-!: 
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In the diſpoſal of employments he has always been 
directed by public views, and the merit of the par- 
ty s and other things being equal, has always given 
the preference to natives of this country: He has 
often declared that he would never proſtitute any of 
the emoluments of Ireland, to the carrying a point 
in another country, and I happen to know a ſingular 
inſtance in which he adhered to this declaration, 
againſt the double motive of his own intereſt and the 
ſolicitation of a friend. It is well known; that: His 
Excellency has the ſupport of his hereditary intereſt 
in Norfolk much at heart; yet a noble Lord who is 
much connected with His Excellency, told me, that 
having recommended two perſons, who had an inte- 
| reſt in that country which, might. be of efſeatial;ſer- 
; voice at the laſt general Election, one to an eocleſiaſti- 
8 cal, and the other to a civil appointment, he rgceived 
no anſwer to his letters, Lord.,Termwnſbend chuſing ra- 
ther to be ſilent than give a-refulal,, with reaſons that 
could not but imply. a cenſure omthe application, In 
a word there is ſcarce a ſingle employment, in the 
church, the army, the law or the revenue; in his 
Excellency's gift that he has not. beſtowed upon 
Ixiſtunen, a merit Which ſcarce any of his Predeceſ- 


lors can claim. i 2 112 21111 2113 * 
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| _ | Lzr me then earneſtly exhort every man, that, as 
=_ his own higheſt and moſt permanent intereſt..js; in- 
|  volvedin the intereſt of his country, he would in his 


particular ſtation and department concur with ęvE 
5 meaſure of Government, which upon a fair and diſi 
| paſſionate enquiry ſhall appear to be fbr / the henefit 
odr defence of che nation: He xhat ſets his face againſt 
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Government, muſt expect that Government,.will ſet 


ö its face againſt him, and hoſtilities of this Kind can 
| neither be for private nor publick advantage. If our 


#. - 


Manufacturers ſuffer by the prorogation which diſ- 
3 miſſed 


LS 


miſſed from the capital ſo many opulent perſons and 
their families, at a time when they uſually reſided 
there, who are they to blame as the cauſe of their 
ſufferings? Certainly thoſe who by their violent and 
illegal proceedings compelled Government into that 
meaſure, To impute this evil to the prorogation, 
as a meafure of Government that ſhould not have 
been taken, becauſe ſuch an inconvenience would 
follow, is juſt as abſurd as to impute the grief and 
anguiſh of a widow and orphans, and the loſs of the 
title and eſtate of a noble family by forfeiture, tothe 
Judge and jury who conſign a traitor to the block. 
The Manufacturers friend is not the factious orator - 
in Weavers-hall, who is labouring to foment a ſpirit 
of turbulent diſcontent, which muſt compel Govern- 
ment to tighten its reins, but the calm and diſpaſ- 
ſionate citizen who concurs. by his precept and his 
example to produce ſuch an acquieſcence in pub- 
lick meaſures, ſuch an obedience to the laws, as may 
rehder Government lenient without danger, and libe- 
ral without diſhonour. Not the pretended patriots 
who made it neceſſary to prorogue our Parliament, 
but the Chief Governor who has been Rea 
in PM it to meet. r 


_ In. perſons! af 5 ;nflyenct and property, an 
oppoſition through prejudice,” pique, and intereſted 
views, is more blameable, and more injudicious than 
in others; they have a ſuperior ſtake at hazard, their 
ſhare in the common ſtock: is greater ; their country. 
is the repoſitory of their property, and the ſeat of 
their connections; their wealth, their pleaſure, their 
honour is local, and will be tranſmitted to their poſte- 
rity with a paternal inheritance, that will be of more 
or leſs value, in proportion as Government is aſſiſted 
or impeded in the meaſures it may adopt for its im- 
provement or defence. Manual labour is perſonal 


C 
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and tranſitory, inheritable property is real RY per- 
manent. Let no man therefore who would be 
thought a good man, a good citizen, a good huſband, 
or a good father, when a publick meaſure is to be 
conſidered, aſk by what party it is propoſed, but 
what advantage it will produce, and be aſſured that 
as that is the worſt Government which gives juſt 
cauſe for oppoſition, they are the worſt people who, 
without cauſe, oppoſe Government. They entail 
the greateſt evils that could reſult from a — Admi- 
niſtration upon a good one, and are at once enemies 
to honeſty and common ſenſe, their country and 
1 og 1-4 | : 


Ir were, wes, very t 1 bel char this 
advice may have an effect upon a junto, whoſe un- 
bounded: ambition flatters them with the vain hope 
of poſſeſſing themſelves of a power to govern this 
kingdom, and prompts them to ſuch; an unconſtituti- 
onal conteſt with Regal authority, as muſt involve 
them and theircountry in unavoidable inconveniencies; 
there has been nothing aſked on the part of Govern- 
ment, and therefore this great ſtruggle confiſts in no- 
thing elſe, than who ſhall have moſt power, the K—g 
or Mr. P—n—y ; diſappointed ambition perverts 
reaſon, even life itſelf has been ſacrificed to it, but the 
hour of cool reflection will come, when thoſe that are 
now moſt violent in oppoſition will rejoice that they 
did not prevail, which if they had, would for a time 
have unhinged the conſtitution, and that the ſupreme 

wer over this kingdom is ſtill veſted pee e Te: 

_a. . . a e Gentleman. 1343; 


6 U. 3B e 
* 1 N 1 5 


I, 
* 


9 


